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Gobi adobe (TheUBPost, 08 Sep 2005 01:40 pm. 0 comments)

By Ch.Sumiya

From steel and concrete, the last twenty years has seen a subtle yet important shift to
adobe mud bricks in many parts of the world. It is no longer the architecture for the
poor, the poetics of mud is finding converts in the both developing and developed
countries. The ubiquitous material - 70 percent sand and 30 percent clay - has been
used for centuries throughout the world.

Even in Mongolia, adobe had a handsome presence in early Buddhist monasteries
before they were razed to the ground in the Soviet era. There are also many old
existing structures in a need of repair and many adobe ruins can be see as one drives
to Bayanlig soum of Bayankhongor aimag, about 700 km southwest of Ulaanbaatar and
right in the heart of Gobi desert. Adobe was used there not just because it was
available but also because of its very good thermal quality. It is warm in winter and
cool in summer, if it is built with the right alignment to the sun.

Amidst all the old adobe ruins in Bayanlig soum, a father and son team from Nepal is
working to introduce adobe, known locally as shavar ger (mud ger) housing. Their
specific approach uses no wood in the structure of the building, which is an important
factor in this part of the country, where there is very little timber.

Basanta Adhikary, an agronomist from DED (German Development Service) with
funding from IPECON/NZNI (Initiative for People-Centered Conservation/New Zealand
Nature Institute) and Nripal Adhikary, a designer-builder who has worked with adobe
in New Mexico, United States, are initiating an adobe revival project. This two-person
team is building a community center seven kilometers from the center of Bayanlig
soum, to be used by local vegetable farmers.

The Nepalese team is teaching the farming community how to make dome-shaped
adobe buildings. Structures like this have been used in Africa, West Asia and Europe
for centuries and work by utilizing the compressive strength of adobe bricks built in a
catenary shape. This project seems to be very successful in the community, because it
preserves the integrity of the principal shape of a ger and once learnt, the construction
technique is easy to repeat. 
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Public participation has been phenomenal, as in three days the local people made
1,500 bricks. People came from other soums and rural areas just to see how a roof can
be built without a single piece of wood. “In the beginning, when Basanta said he would
build a ger with a woodless roof, we hardly believed it. Now, we know that a woodless
roof can work” said Ts.Gerel, a vegetable farmer from the community. 

The community’s participation became even more festive as people plastered the
adobe building with camel manure, straw, sand and clay. The finished building is five
meters in diameter, and three meters in height. Despite initial skepticism about the
construction method, the community is now planning on building another adobe dome
themselves.

There are a number of reasons why people are interested in this technique. As
Mongolia has opened up to the market economy, felt (the traditional material used for
insulation of gers) is being exported to the world market, thus making it very expensive
for many Mongolians. If this trend continues, in a few years gers may no longer be
affordable for those on lower incomes.

As well as constructing the adobe building, the community farmers are working hard to
make themselves self-sufficient in farming. Mr. Basanta Adhikary has worked in this
area for the last three years, using many innovative techniques to improve yields.
Among the many things he is proud of is the planting of seabuckthorn in
Bayankhongor aimag, which is expected to be harvested for the first time next year. 

“It is really hard to farm in the Gobi, it is like pouring water on to the sand. However,
the seabuckthorn is showing very encouraging signs and we are very excited about it.
These berries are very appropriate to the terrain, because they have a high nutritional
value. They are a perennial crop, needless to say organic and importantly they are
marketable. This has been possible because of the drip irrigation system we introduced
last year,” said Mr. Adhikary. 

Last year, Mr. Basanta Adhikary traveled together with farmers from the community to
the western aimags of Khovd and Uvs, where seabuckthorn is one of the locally grown
crops that has been sold successfully. From Uvs aimag, they bought several hundred
seabuckthorn seedlings and planted them in Bayanlig soum.

“I heard that the sought-after seabuckthorn juice, especially made in Uvs aimag, can
seldom be found in the capital city Ulaanbaatar. From next year, we hope that we can
provide Ulaanbaatar with 100 percent [pure] seabuckthorn juice. Bayankhongor has
the great advantage of being closer to Ulaanbaatar than Uvs aimag,” said Gerel.

Local residents also have ambitious ideas inspired by the adobe revival. Once the
Bayanlig farmers had learnt how to make adobe bricks, they started thinking about
making them for commercial sale. “We can start producing adobe bricks here and sell
them to people. I believe that there is good market for it because it will be cheaper
than bricks brought from the city [Ulaanbaatar],” said J.Purevsambuu, a local farmer. 

In the winter, when the farmers have less work to do, there will be training sessions
hosted in the adobe ger they built. “We would like to learn how to make pickled
vegetables, shoes and mattresses to improve our living standards,” said Gerel.

The local people hope eventually to build a model adobe village with proper sanitation,
good quality storage for the produce and a reliable water supply, to complement their
farming so that Bayanlig soum center becomes a self-sustaining and affluent
settlement.
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Once upon a Mongolian dream;
The story of Khublai Khaan's
legendary meeting with 'Phags-
pa'

Dreams have been an integral part of the cultures
of the Orient since the dawn of time.

Mongolian Calligraphy in
Contemporary Art 

At the present time Mongolian calligraphy a very
important form of indigenous art is still relatively rare. 

Sky and fire: re-examining
Mongolia’s ancient archetypes
The sky like the sea may conjure images of the infinite. But
fire in contrast is a much more definite term. Surely for



 

:: Development

Helping children, building communities 
The work of Alpha Communities started in Mongolia, working with abandoned street
children and poor families. 

Learning as an international experience: Canadian
project crosses borders in education 
An unusual project has created a link between schoolchildren in Mongolia and Canada,
sharing information about their lives and culture through books created by the students.

Sustainable food programs improve nutrition and
health 
What kinds of nutrition problems are there in Mongolia? There are various different types
of malnutrition and here the most common one is chronic malnutrition, which means if
you compare children’s height to their age they should be taller than they are. 

Scientists propose national development program
for Mongolia 
More than 100 scientists of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences have proposed a National
Development Program for Mongolia. 

A fruitful operation
Long after the sun has set in Dulaankhaan soum in Selenge aimag, a group of dedicated
women is still hard at work in the kitchen making batches of jam that they market and
sell in Ulaanbaatar. 

NGOs' perspectives of children's rights in Mongolia
The violation of children’s rights is an everyday occurrence in Mongolia and in many other
countries. 

Australia helps grassroots humanitarian projects 
Few know that the Australian Embassy in Beijing, which is accredited to Mongolia, has for
many years been helping address humanitarian need in Mongolia through its Direct Aid
Program (DAP). 

We welcome contributions written by individuals or organizations for the
development section.
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blistering power of the underworld.

Summoning Souls
Mention the word 'soul' and it is likely to elicit a wide
variety of responses. For contemporary Americans, for
example, the term may conjure up images of a very
popular African-American music, a festive Halloween
celebration, or even a delicious southern style meal.
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Please feel free to sign in our Guestbook! We will read your
comments and suggestions. Sign in here!
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If you want to display The UB Post's news headlines on
your web site, please contact us at ubpost@yahoo.com
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